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I composed my Clarinet and Piano Sonata at the request of Charlie Douglas, a fellow student at 
The Peabody Conservatory.  Having played the clarinet (poorly) for much of my life, I feel a 
special affinity for the instrument, and am especially fond of its deep chalumeau register.  
Throughout the sonata's three movements I frequently dip into that dark, rich valley.

The first movement is a driving scherzo. The second was formerly the first. The third movement is 
another scherzo, and originally was the second and third movements (now combined).  This is a 
scherzo of indecision, a schizo-scherzo, never sure whether to go this way or that.  It ends with a 
literal retrograde of its trio's meandering melody.  The entire work lasts about ten minutes.

The sonata is dedicated to my friend and colleague Lynda Dembowski.

-- Karen Amrhein

PERUSAL SCORE ~ info@karenamrhein.com
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a tempo

a tempo
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p ..˙̇
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&

&
?
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œb œ œ
3

œb œ œb œb œ

˙̇ Ó
20 œ œ œ

3

œb œ œb œb œb

P
œb œ œ œ œ œb

P
3

œ œ œb œ œb œn
œb

F
œb

œb œb œ
3

œ# œ œn œ# œn

œb œb œ œb œn
F

œn

œ œb
3

œ œb œb œ œb œn
‰ jœb œ œb œnœ œb œ œ# œ

œb œn .œb jœb
3œ# œ œb .œb ‰
3œn œb œb ˙œb œ œ œ

&

&
?
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42
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p
.œb - .œb -

∑
24 ṗ-̇ Œ

œb œ œb œb

Pœ œb œn œb œb œ
Œ œœb œœb

˙ œb œn

œœbn œœ œn œ œb
˙̇ Œ

F
˙#

œb œ œb œn œ#œb œ œnF œœb œœ## œœbb œœ## &

œ Œ Œ

‰ œ# œ œ# œ# œ œ# œn œœ# œ œ œ œ œ
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&

&

&

44
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œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ?
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œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
3

œ œn œœ œœ
Œ
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Ó

3

‰ œ œ
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3œœ œœb œœ œœ ..œœ ‰

˙
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3
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F
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œ# œ œ# œ œœ##

&

&
?

43
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œ
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œœ œœ
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œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ# œ œn œ# œ# œ œ
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rall.

rall.
F
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P
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3
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&

&
?
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P
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41 œb œb

˙#
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œ
3

œ# œ# œ#
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3

œ# œ œ# œ#

œœ#n œœ
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p
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3
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©»¡∞™
©»¡∞™

Allegretto
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Schizo-Scherzo

Schizo-Scherzo

∑

∑

senza

p
œ#° œ œ œ œ# œ

P œ# œ œ œ œ#fl œfl
∑

jœ# . ‰ Jœ. ‰ œ#fl œfl

œ œ œ# œ jœ# . ‰

Œ Œ
P

œ. œ.
Œ jœ# ‰ œ. œ.

Œ jœ. ‰ jœn . ‰

œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ#

Jœ# . ‰ jœ# . ‰ jœ. ‰

jœ# . ‰ jœ# . ‰ jœ.
‰

œ# œ œ# . œ. œn œ#
jœn . ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰

&

&
?
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jœ# .
‰ Œ

Fœ. œ.
Jœ# . ‰ Œ Œ

6 œn . œ. œ. œ.
Jœ. ‰

œn œ j
œfl

‰ Œ

Œ
Fœ# fl œ œ œ#

∑

j
œfl

‰ Œ j
œfl

‰

jœfl ‰ Œ jœfl ‰
Œ Œ jœfl ‰

Œ Œ
Pœ# œ

pœ# œ œ œ# Pœ# . œ.
œ# œ œn œn œ# . œ.

œ œ œb œb
F

jœb .
‰

œ# œn œb œb œb œ
Œ jœ# . ‰ œ. œ.

Œ œbfl œ œn œb

œn œb jœfl ‰ Œ
Œ jœ# fl

‰ Jœb . ‰

&

&
?
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jœb .
‰ œ œb Ç

molto
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Œ

œ. œ. œn œ œ# . œ œ œ#
12 jœn . ‰ Œ œ# -> Œ

∑

∑
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œ# œ œn œ œ# œn

fœ# œ œ œ œ# œ

∑

Jœn . ‰ Jœ. ‰ œ. œ.

jœ# . ‰ jœ- ‰ œ

œ# œ œn œ# œ œ#
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jœfl
‰

Ḟ
œ#> œ œ œ œ œ#˘
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&

&
?

˙ œ# œ

Œ œ œ
17 œ# œ œ œ œ

œ# œ œ# œ œ

˙# P œ# œ
˙# œ

‰ jœ# œ# œ œ œn

œ# œ .œ# 4 jœ
œ# .œn 2

Jœ#

œ œ# œ# œ# œ

œ# œ# œ œ# œn
œ# œ# œ œ œ#

œ# œ# œ œ œn œ

œ ˙#
.˙#

˙ œ

˙ œœ# œ#
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œ œ# œn œœ œ œb œ
23 .œ# jœn œœ# œn œb œ œ œn

∑

˙̇ œœ#
˙̇ œœ

P œ œ œ œ

p ..œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

rit.

rit.

œ jœ# . ‰

..œœ# jœœ
œœ# œœ œœ œœ

Fœn œb œ .œ

F
..˙̇bn >
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p
..˙̇nU
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&

&
?
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œœbb œœ œœnn œœ œœ œœ#
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œ# œ œ# œ#

.œb œ œb
œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ#

P
œœ#n jœ# ..œœ#

...œœœn# ...œœœ

molto
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&

&
?
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86
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.œ œ œ#

F
...œœœ## > œœœ
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...œœœ### >
œœœ
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P
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...œœœ œœœ
...œœœ œœœ

.œ# œ Jœ

...˙˙˙
...˙̇̇

.œ# Jœ œ

P
...˙̇̇#
...˙̇̇

.œ# œ

œ# œ# œ#
3

œ œ# œ#.œ
œ œ# œ# œ#..œœ# œœ##

∑
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3

œ œ# œ#
...œœœ# œœœn

&

&
?
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freely
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P

œ# œ œ# œ œ

.œ# œ
40 ...œœœ### œœœ

3

œ# œ œ# œn œb

˙
˙˙˙

œb œb œb - Œ œb œb

.œ Œ Œ

...œœœ Œ Œ

3œ œn œb œ œb

∑
∑

œn œn œ# . Œ

∑
∑
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∑
∑
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a tempo
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(            )
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Œ .
F
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∑
46 Œ . ‰p œ# œ

.˙

∑
œ œ# œ œ œ œ

Minuet

Minuet

jœ .œ

∑
j̊œ#*

F
*  Grace note should fall on the downbeat.
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p
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∑
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œ# œ# œ#

∑

œœ##
jœœ##
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œ# œ œ#
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P
œ# œ# œ#
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œ œ# œn
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F
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œ# œ œ#
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Jœ
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.œ#

Fœ# œ# œ#
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.œ#

œn œ# œn
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œ œb œn
œn œn œb

.œ#

œ# œ# œ#
.œn
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œ œ# œ
œ# œ# œ
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&
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?
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rall.
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œœ## œ œ
64
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P
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Pœ# œ œ#
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Jœn œ#
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Tempo I

Tempo I

∑

...˙̇̇###
œ# œ œ œ œ# œ

P œ# œ œ œ œ# fl œfl
∑

jœ# . ‰ Jœ. ‰ œ#fl œfl

œ œ œ# œ jœ# . ‰

Œ Œ œ. œ.
Œ jœ# ‰ œ. œ.

Œ jœ. ‰ jœn . ‰

œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ#

Jœ# . ‰ jœ# . ‰ jœ. ‰

jœ# . ‰ jœ# . ‰ jœ.
‰

œ# œ œ# . œ. œ. œ.
jœn . ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœn . ‰

&

&
?

44
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43
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jœ.
‰ Œ

Fœ# . œ.

Jœ# . ‰ Œ Œ
71 œn . œ. œ. œ.

Jœ. ‰

œ œ j
œfl

‰ Œ

Œ
Fœ# fl œ œ œ#

∑

Œ Œ
Pœ# œ

pœ# œ œ œ# Pœ# . œ.
œ# œ œn œn œ# . œ.

œ œ œb œb
F

jœb .
‰

œ# œn œb œb œb œ
Œ jœ# . ‰ œ. œ.
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Œ œb fl œ œn œb

œn œb jœfl ‰ Œ
Œ jœ#fl

‰ Jœb . ‰

jœb .
‰ œ œb Ç molto

œn -
Œ

œ. œ. œ œ œ# . œ œ œ#
jœn . ‰ Œ œ# -> Œ

@

@
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...œœœ### œœbn
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œ Jœ# œ Jœ#

...œœœ### ...œœœ

F
œn Jœ# œ# Jœ# œn Jœ#

œœ# J
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œ
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?
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87
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?
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85

85
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F
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.œ œ œ#
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œ# œ œ# œ œ
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Jœ# . ‰ Œ Œ
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