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I wrote my Violin and Piano Sonata for Jana Kupsky.  The sonata opens with Themes and 
Variations derived and recreated from the initial violin solo. Beginning with a percussive shout, 
the movement ends with a quiet whisper.  The second movement, a Lullaby Fantasia, is dedicated 
to my friend Nan Sommers.  With a simple, gentle theme that bookends a brief development in 
alternating two-four and five-eight time, I strove to  give this movement  an American quality 
somewhat reminiscent of Copland.  Finally, the Chase,  a fast-paced movement that combines 
rising and falling contrapuntal lines with percussive ostinatos.  The entire sonata lasts six to nine 
minutes.

-- Karen Amrhein

Violin and Piano Sonata
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89

89

89

F
œ jœ#

œ jœ
66 œœ Jœœ#

Ç
˙# æ

œ# œ
œœ# œœ##

Fœ# œ œ# œ œ#

∑
œœœnn Jœœœ œœœ

.˙#

Fœ œ# œ œ# œ œ#
...˙̇˙

P.œ œ œ#

F
œœ## ..œœ
œœœ# ...œœœ

.œ#
..œœ

œœœ œœœ# œœœ
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&

&
?

89

89

89

43

43

43

87

87

87

86

86

86

..

..

..

89

89

89

86

86

86

.˙ Œ .

.œ# .œ œ jœ
72 œœœ Jœœœ œœœ Jœœœ Jœœœ œœœ

∑

Pœ# œ œ
œœœ# œœœ œœœ

∑

∑
∑

∑

p
(as an echo)

.œ# œ œ

...œœœ# œœœ œœœ

(to m.24)

(to m.24)

*

*

∑

∑
∑

π
.œ# œ F

œ œ œn œ œb

pœ# jœ F
œ œb œb œb œb œn

* (Optional Repeat)

...œœœ# Œ . Œ .

&

&
?

86

86

86

85

85

85

86

86

86

43

43

43

pJœ. ‰ ‰ Œ .

p
jœ. ‰ ‰ Œ .

78 ∑

∑

P œb œ œb œb œ œn
œb œ œ# œn œn œ#

P
œ# . œ# . œ. œ# . œ.

jœ.
‰ ‰ Œ

Jœ. ‰ ‰ Œ

p .˙#

p œn œb œb œ œb œn
Jœ# . ‰ ‰ Œ .

.˙

.˙#
œ# œ œ# œ# œ# œ#

∑

jœ# . ‰ Œ Œ

Jœœ## . ‰ Œ Œ
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